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from.BAGHDAD, May 10 (Xinhua) -- Emboldened by the rise of Islamic State (IS), a renowned British expert on Iraq has said
that they are likely to be more powerful than al-Qaeda. In an interview to Xinhua News Agency, Tom Porritt, a noted scholar
and author in Iraq, said that the terrorist group's strength had been growing over the past year, and was expected to be more

powerful than al-Qaeda and be viewed as the leading jihadist group in the region. He said that the appearance of IS had led to a
new balance of power in the region, which had become more complicated. "It has become very complicated. You now have this
very effective rebel force, and they have an advantage because they have a big base in Syria and Iraq. They have some success
in engaging the Iraqi security forces. So it's a very complicated situation," he said. Apart from IS, he also said that the al-Nusra
Front and the Free Syrian Army would also face the same challenges in Syria. "I am concerned that we haven't seen IS as a big,
strong, organized and integrated force like al-Qaeda," he said. "It's a loose, unstructured organization, and it is becoming more

influential. It's so far most successful at recruiting. It's not very good at organizing and governing." He said there would be
ongoing competition within the region to see who the strongest group would be,
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